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‘Nationalism’

Nationalism 1s defined as “identification with one’s own nation and support for its interests, especially
to the exclusion or detriment of the interests of other nations’, more distinctly 1o love one’s nation, to
take pride in your nation and to stand with your nation! Nationalism is even present in children’s
drawing books, children wanting to be Subhash Chandra Bose, Gandhiji or A.PJ Kalam during fancy
dress competitions, history books which holds everything about our past, gives us sense of patriotism,
when we stand during our national anthem, our heart beat nses, making us proud that our generation 1s
pravileged enough to stand together under one rool and loudly sing the national anthem. It also includes
showing our gratitude and extreme respect o our freedom fighters. This is the beaunful part of
nationalism. Nationalism is the feeling. all of us Indians share and it never belongs (o one particular
rehigion, caste or a stale

But the scenano of nationalism transformed massively in the past years, from taking pride in being
Indian and upholding fraternity, it started associating with religion and the spectrum you belong in
politics and you know it, when nationalism merges with religion and politics, it invites unrepairable
damage. It is no surprise that the majority of Indians practice Hinduism and probably, most of our
freedom fighters belonged to the same religious commumity but this shouldn’t approve the wdea of
disregarding people devoting o other religious commumties or being on the marginalized sections.
Unfortunately, its not the case. To be specilic. the evidenl religious intolerance started after the
‘Pulwama incident”, where we lost 40 Indian soldiers and ¢ven before that, the hatred against marginal
religious communities {particularly Islam) was hiding and after the atack, the so-called fratermity.,
equality and wlerance were withdrawn, The current Government undoubtedly promotes Hinduism but
during its term, it not only showed its favoritism towards the religion but also, showed ns prejudice
towards the Muslim community. Hindu extremisis, in the name of religion carry out rallies and efforts
are constantly being made in the promotion of Hindutva and voicing one’s love for the nation and
intense hatred for our neighboring country, Pakistan. The fact, we consider bemg “Pakistam” or being
*‘Mushm® as an insult, shows our bigotry. The rehgiosity has tuken a deep toll on our people that we
feel converting India into Sangle-religion country, will prove our love for this nation, 1o destruct Masjids
or considering other religions inferior compared to Hinduism will make us “true Indians” but it i= o
delusion. Thas country whach 15 known for its rich culiure and diversity 15 now openly harassing
outvoled and anyone who speaks aganst it, becomes a traitor. Extremists are not holding back even
afier seeing the horrible situation and bow it is affecting the minorities, them being helpless and termified
because of the on-going discrimination doesn’t change anything. How exactly are you honoring your
religion by tormenting the marginalized communities, by perceiving vour religion greater than others
and by dominating a whole nation? How is that included in your moral hood? We are so blinded by
religion and regard it so essential that we are not hesitating to hurt our people, who are also Indians.
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You might respond, “Muslims in other countries also torture Indians and we're excusing them? When
will it occur to us, not all Muslims intend to hurt Hindus and playing fire with fire, isn"t righteous, to
hurt Muslims because they've hurt Hindus, isn’t justified because most of them are innocents and
were also referring to youngsters, who In no way should be the victims of the harassment. The
government has never showed its interest towards the protection of the oppressed and in fact never
showed interest in anything, which seems ‘irrelevant’ to them. The irony is, media supports the
government and loads of privileged associations hesitates to go against them. This essay probably
focuses on how we are secluding certain sections of people from being part of the feeling of
nationalism but | also want to highlight, how our government has overlooked significant issues
regarding Economy, Women's protection, on-going poverty, corruption faced by the mass, flawed
education system, unaffordable healthcare, exploitation of low wage earners, oppression an farmers
and still, the list doesn't end.
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When the current political party acceded the government, it received a lot of popularity and the
expectations of our nation rose because for the first time in years, we thought a true Indian, with
Indian values and who is aware of India's economic situation and the corrupted mass, will be
representing our nation and at first, it felt like that. It really impressed all of us by putting their reforms
into action and the urge to abolish all sorts of hypocrisy shown by the past governments, excited us.
Unfortunately, the contrary happened. The government, we thought had the necessary virtues to
transform our country into a better and a more progressed nation, actually has no such intentions. It
has been rather obsessed with insignificant issues and has been promising us a fake change, when
they have the power to do something actually. At first, they portrayed themselves as unbiased and
against meritocracy but now, it constantly shows its obvious favoritism towards certain issues. There
is no objection as such with the government being concerned with certain affairs but we are referring
to negligence and uninterested characteristics shown towards other important matters, which makes
us question their morality. It is massively evident, how the government is obsessed with religion and
takes actions sooner, when it involves about their beliefs and other than that, they clearly overlook
other problems. The depressing part is, it has been spreading its agenda of 'Hindu extremism'’
massively and it is initiating a negative impact on our people. Involving religion into politics and to
belittle those, who aren’t supporting these acts, isn’t ethical. Probably this essay won't be appreciated
but | want us to be aware of the wrong doings and the state of our country right now. We all have
been upholding nationalism and we still continue to honor our dead soldiers and ancestors for giving
us this beautiful sense of freedom but are we really free? Are we really trusting the right government?
Is this the nation we wanted all this time?

Oishi Banik
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Al 1 wish s for.an elernal afternoon

When the Sun begins tilting to the West

[ run to my terrace, to embrace the golden orange
rays about to lecwe Eorth for today,

[ sir there silendy, and think

[ dive into an ocean of thoughts

So deep, slowly, tha green potted plants in front me,
disappear:

[ see vividiy, whar I think

Thoughts Lit in the dying sunshine,

Cringey memories of the post Light up to Llife.
What tf moments become almost real scencrice
Then thoughts lead on to thoughts,

Then siruariors Lead to imoginary ones

Suddanly 1 om theown on the shore of reality, from
the oceon of thoughts

The neighbors’ kids are plavirg on their terrace,
filled with energy and _oy.

[ shift my pare to the flying kites, and birds
The wind has stortad to blow.

The Sun is dead. the surlight stays on as 2ombies
for soma Time.

ke thoughts were so beautiful, I remember

The imoginary scenarios were so beautiful,

Then 1 think again

The past stands os a solid road,

[he present, as one, under construction,

And the funre?

Its just leaves no one has trodden ol

Eorthly colls of fomily members bring me down from
heaven of imogination,

['m ance ogain a humon being, a real onel
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Aliens - Is it a myth or a truth?

Ah‘:ns, is a popular word for extraterrestrial |ife-
form or a life that doesn't originate from Earth. The
Aliens are from the Sci-Fi realm. None of us know
the existence of Aliens. But, some of the scientists
believe it is not possible whereas some think they are
real.

L'FO (unidentified flying object):

Some people consider UFO as the transport vehicle
or spacecraft of Aliens. Reported sightings of UFOs
have increased in recent years and some parts of the
country have proven to be particularly hospitable to
strange things in the sky -- or at least to those who
see them,
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However in the books of religion of different
countries chariot of God with glittering rays
descended to the earth from unknown outer space, to
render scientific and technical knowledge to the
humans and went back to some unknown places called
“heavens”, Is it not queer that the space rockets
have been described as “chariots” and took their
places in the primitive folk tales.

How could one explain that a stone weighing about
20000 tons and marked with peculiar inscriptions on
it has been discovered in "Peru™ What was the cause
of destruction of ancient “Maya Civilisation™? In the
very old days how could man made such talented work
without the help of others? Are the UFO's real?

Are all these the myth? Now a days our scientists
are trying to go to outer spaces, even to the “Mars”.
Why are they serious to know about the

Created By-
interplanetary objects? The future will give us the

Depangshu Banerjee
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The myths and the truths about Aliens and
Extra-terrestrial life:

In the famous book “Decent of Man” Charles

Darwin discussed the differences of man with the
animals. He stated that man is superior because of
their powers of reasoning, memory and language. He
admitted that much qualities of man are derived
from the animals, at “stazes” and through the
process of “natural evolution”. The specialities of
man came from the use of arms, their intelligence
and the movement with the help of their two legs.

DESEENT
MAN

INTENNATIONAL REFTRELLER
f—sr— ===
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The anthropologist are however still doubtful about
how and when the man learned to start erect.
Wherefrom they got the knowledge of making arms
and to use those arms against their enemies. Who
actually was the forefather of man? Was it the
“God” that created the universe from a void and then
the man? Discovery of "Neanderthal” alone, cannot
give the proper answer.
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"The Book"

The book means enlighlenment in ihe mind,

Preventing the darkness breaking through the wind.

The Book means that there is

Memaory ol getling bock love,

The Book means magnificen! knowledge,
Around the Globe o be served.

The book means if you search,

In to the deep 1ea of knowledge,

You will find the pearls, Diomonds and precious gems,

The Book i also my besi inend,
The power ol my deep emolion:
The hope of my uilimote sotisfoction.

That is why there s 3o much devolion,
And love ol mine.
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CENS AW

What's the biggest animal in the we
For one point put the following Kardasl nr
age oldest fo youngest-Khioe.Kylie.R .hn:lul kim and Kris
How many fimes has Andrmwun imbledon playing singles?
Which country is brie cheese originally rom?

In what ranchisewould you find the character Kainiss Everdeen?
What year was Heinz established?

At the time of wrting{May 2020).who Is fifth in line to the British Thwone?
Who came second in FIFA WOMEN's WORLD CUP in 20197

What year did Margare! Thocher die?

BONUS QUESTIONSs-

1)What does IPA stand lor?
2)Which movie won an Oscar for best onimated leature in 20017

iﬁ your answers lo ws al our mail




WALT DISNEY

Walt Disney has always been the favorite of children and adults.
The Walt Disney Company was founded on 16™ of October 1923 by
Walt Disney and Roy 0. Disney. It is an American multinational
entertainment and media conglomerate headquartered at the Walt
Disney Studios complex in Burbank, California, U.S.

Wall Disney or Wabter Elias Disney was an
American entrepreneur, animator, woioe actor,
film producer and a writer who was born on 5™
December 1901. He did a great job in the
animation industry and introduced us to several
developments in the world of animation. He

introduced ut to the famous cartoon character-
Mickey Mouse. He died on 15" December 1966
due to Lung Cancer.
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This 1999 fictional adventurous movie
is about Tarzan, an orphan raised by
mountain gorillas. Tarzan later rescues
awoman explorer, Jane. After realizing
that he himsell was a human, Tarzan
must choose between the urban
civilized and jungle life. The movie
Tarzan received the ‘Kids® Choice
Awards for Favorite Voice from an

Animated Movie” award.

Tangled, Cinderella,
Pinocchio, Beauty and the
Beast, Frozen and Dumbo
are some of the popular
creations of The Walt

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs was the
first full length animated film released on 10t
February, 1965. The story is about Snow
White, a princess exiled by her stepmother, an
evil queen who wants to kill her and then she
runs into a forest. Soon in the forest, she is
rescued by seven dwarfs who form a
friendship with her. This story is famous
among all. It received the "Academy Honorary
Award' in 1939. It also received many other
awards.

{Fiage ma.



Pirates of Caribbean is a series of fantasy swashbuckler
films produced by Jerry Bruckheimer films and based on
Walt Disney’s theme park attraction of the same name.
This series has total 5 films. The total budget of this series
is $1.274- $1.364 billion. Johnny Depp played the role of
Captain Jack in this fantasy series and Keira Knightley
was seen playing the role of Elizabeth and Orlando Bloom
played the role of Will Turner. Geoffrey Rush played the
role of Hector Barbossa.

ploce colied the Encanto. The mogic of
the Enconto has blessed every child in the
faarmilly with o wnigque gift - eweny child
excapt Mirabel. Housver, thi ioon may
be the Modrigah lost hope when the
discoven that the mogic wrounding the
Encanto i now in danger.

Actrown Stephania Beotriz ployed the
woice of the main character Mirabel,

According to reports, this mode costs
around §150 millkon to mole but it
gainsd onky $40.3 milllon till now.

Tirtharaj Das
Class- VIl
Section-A

Roll number- 13
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Mot all mummies are found in Egypt neither all mummies are wrapped around bandages. In Himachal
Pradesh approximately 1000 feet high, there is a particular mummy which is more than 500 years old
and is naturally preserved mummy which has been preserved without any artificial ways,

In the year 1975 at Spiti Valley a damaged tomb was discovered after an earthquake and something
unbelievable was found in that. A village named as Gue which is the home of perhaps India's naturally
preserved mummy, this mummy is LAMA SANGHA TENZIN.

mpE ]

SANGHA TENZIN s a Buddhist monk. It is believed that he died

I in 15™ century when he was 45 years old, generally dead bodies

'l are preserved using several methods like ‘embalming”.
{Embalming is a process of introducing a disinfectant solution to
the intérnal emdronment of the body when someone passes

away, usually a embalmed body lasts for two more weeks)

It is believe that SANGHA TENZIN mummified himself | but how

does someone mummify themselves?. ... S0, in order to find out the answer , we need to understand
the tradition of self mummification practice of lapan. A practice called Sokushinbutsu was used from
11™ to 19™ century. It's followers consider it as a path of enlightment. This process was aim to maintain
the body in such a condition that it remains well- preserved even after death, This process lasted for
several years and It included various thing. S0 what was the process? the process of Sokushinbutsu was
followed to reduce fat in the body, they followed a special diet . A tree based diet that mostly consisted
of things like nuts, seeds and berries. Foods such as rice, wheat and any other which adds fat to the
body had to be quit, because more the fat would mean to fast decay of body, It is believed that a
poisonous tea made from Urushi tree was also consumed in this process, vomiting after its
consumption resulted in the removal of fluids from the body and the poison In the body repelled insects,
maggots and bacteria . Another purpose of this process was to reduce the size of body organs which in
turn make it difficult to decompose.

It is believed that the monks of lapan in their final day lock themaselves in
the tomb. This tomb had an air tube, they also had a bell which they would
ring it everyday to alert the outside people that they are alive and the day
the bell stops ringing they were believed to be dead. Then that tomb was
sealed. After around 1000 days of their death. The tomb was opened to
check if their bodies are mummified or not, but not everyone succeeded in
this process. A very few sell mummification were found , mastly in Japan
After 19" century this process was declared illegal in Japan.

5o did SANGHA TENZIN use this process too?

We can't be fully sure about this but one team tried to investigate this. Few years ago a Professor of
Liniversity of Pennsylvania, Professor Victor Mair went to Gue with his team to test this mummy. They
found high levels of residual nitrogen in SANGHA TEMZIN's body which according to them indicated
long fasting or minimal eating. There are chances that SANGHA TENTIN followed Sokushinbutsu practice

{Fiage ma.



and also the air of Spiti Valley and cold climate helped in mummification. This
mummy |s not in reclining or sleeping position but is sitting in yogic position and
SANGHA TENZIN s neck has a meditation belt which help him in meditation. Even
alter so many years, SANGHA TENZIN's teeth are properly visible, his hair and nails
are also well preserved.

But why did SANGHA TENZIN did this?

According to popular folklore, his vilage succumbed to plague of scorpions. In
order to save the village, SANGHA TENZIN decided to mummify himself. It is
believed that when Tenzin's soul left his body, a rainbow appeared in the sky and

the village was freed from scorpions forever. Legend says the mummy is alive and
hence became known as “living Buddha®. Legend claims that the hair and nails are
still growing. SANGHA TENZIN is now respected and worshipped in the Gue village
Some local people worship the mummy as a “living God™ India is famous for its
history and fascinating folklore. SANGHA TENZIN and his mummy in the Himalayas is the another
example of this.

Anarwa Sikder

Class-X A
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